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super-patriotic students in Benares Hindu Univer-
sity: " You are justly proud of your university and
you are very happy here. You like to think that
all yaw are enjoying is the gift of your own race,
fcthat for" your learning you are indebted to no alien
government, to none but Indian benefactors. But
f tell you yeu are mistaken. You are deeply in
debt to the poorest peasant. It is the ryots who
keep you and clothe you and feed you. It is the
poor who built these splendid halls. This place
was created by the blood and sweat of workmen.
You will never be free of your debt to them unless,
when you leave here, you devote the rest of your
life to thefi: service.35
Before we knew much about Mr, Gandhi, how-
ever, a group of us in East London had called on
the public through the Press to consider the claims
of voluntary poverty. On March I5th, 1921, this
appeal was given publicity in the columns of the
Daily Jiews*
Quite a number of people came at the appointed
hour. As a result a Chapter of the Brethren of the
Common Table was formed in East London. Some
twelve people joined and every month we met, dock
labourers and professionals, a widow receiving parish
relief and a factory girl, an heiress and a curate, to
share together our experiences of finance. We each
announced the details of our budget for the past
four weeks and then stated our actual needs. With
some the balance was heavy on the wrong side;
obviously the " Dockie's 3> family of eleven needed
* Sec Appendix A.